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Friendship Day celebrated in new venue

Botanical Gardens adds Royal touch to Friendship event

med after the Royal Lepage Shelter Foundation. Its
director Case Feenstra is working towards the goal
that the new tulip – a Dutch variety - will become the
symbol for the foundation’s program on behalf of
women’s shelters across the country. Also, Cana-dian
military history author Tom Douglas will premiere his
dvd The Tulip and the Maple Leaf during the evening
program. An event which promotes the CanadaNetherlands ties can count on the interest of the local
and regional Legion branches and Regiments. All
indications are that CNFA officials will not be
disappointed on that score.
The well-known Christian Male Chorus, the
Ambassadors, will lend their voices for high
friendship notes during the program. Directed
by Harold DeHaan, the choir has participated
at the Friendship Day many times. After last
year’s very well-received appearance, the
London-based Tomato Soup Band again will
Vander Laan add a festive atmosphere to what no doubt is
also was a pro- Burlington’s largest annual gathering of
motor of Bur- Dutch Canadians.

BURLINGTON, Ontario – The Royal venue
for the Canada Netherlands Friendship Day
on April 29 will have a colourful floral setting
and admission is free of charge for the occasion. The evening event, which takes place at
the Royal Botanical Gardens, includes the
unveiling of a garden with tulips named after
the Royal Lepage Shelter Foundation’s Shelter
Blooms. Many local entrepreneurs are showcasing their services at the event as
well. The flag raising ceremony at
Burlington City Hall has been moved
from the customary noon time to
3:00pm.
CNFA’s spokesman Jack Vander Laan says
that the spacious RBG facility which last year
was the venue for the first time, has a much
improved accommodation for the popular
event. Each year, the CNFA has been attracting more participation from the
community. In cooperation with the
CFNA, the RBG
created a dedicated tulip garden na-

lington’s twin
city ties with
Apeldoorn,
which took effect last year.

Royal footsteps

Burlington municipal councilor Rick Craven
will emcee the event which also will be
attended by other
government offi-

cials such as Guelph MP Michael Chong, now also
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and Sports in
the Canadian cabinet, and MPP Elizabeth Witmer, a
former Ontario Deputy Premier. Both have Dutch
roots. Toronto-based Consul General Jan Hesseling
will represent the Dutch government for the last time
since he is destined for Germany, later this year.
Several officials from Apeldoorn, Burlington’s twin
city in the Netherlands, plan to be present at the
Friendship Day, reinforcing its Trans-Atlantic flavour.
The 2006 Canada Netherlands Friendship Day
event literally follows in the footsteps of Dutch Queen
Beatrix who in 1988 visited the Royal Botanical
Gardens to meet with the local Dutch community. The
colourful venue is widely known and ties in with the
deep-felt appreciation for flowers by the Dutch everywhere.
Founded by local enthusiasts in 1941, the Royal
Botanical Gardens includes five significantly different
gardens, and with four nature sanctuaries on about
2,700 acres, it rates as one of the largest of its kind in
the world. RBG’s sanctuaries and marshlands are

accessible with trails, covering 30 kilometres. During
the tourist season, various parts of the garden complex
are linked by shuttle buses.
The gardens are home to more than 40,000 recorded plants, displayed in about 50 different collections.
These include the world’s largest collection of lilacs
and almost two acres of roses.
The April 29 event, of course, is early in the RBG’s
new season. To fully appreciate what RBG offers, a
return visit definitely is a must.

CELEBRATING
DUTCH CANADIAN FRIENDSHIP DAY
APRIL 29, BURLINGTON
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Amsterdam Limousine Services
Introducing: Frank Meuleman, your personal chauffeur for...
Corporate Livery Services

Financial Planning & Investments
Our focus is your financial independence.
241 Wilson Street. East Ancaster
(905) 648-9559 • 1-888-777-2425
www.bickfinancial.com

• Airport Services
• Dedicated Chauffeur
• Point to Point Livery

Entertainment / Leisure
• Niagara Tours
• Casino Tours
• Night on the Town

Lincoln Sedans & Stretches

Special Occasions

• Prom/Graduation
Check out our website at: www.amsterdamlimo.ca • Anniver
saries
Anniversarie
• Weddings
Our e-mail address: service@amsterdamlimo.ca

For more information Call us at 416 - 917-1596

toll-free 1-877-698-6058

van der Woerd
& Associates Ltd.
Consulting Engineers
3600 Billings Court, Suite 100
Burlington, Ontario
L7N 3N6
Telephone (905) 333-9698
Fax (905) 333-9319
E-Mail:
svanderwoerd@vdwengineering.com

Steven van der Woerd
P. Eng.

Plant top quality imported Dutch flower bulbs from

Available at your local independent garden centres in Spring and Fall
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Canada-wide initiative

Realtor Feenstra promotes Dutch tulips as new symbol of friendship

OAKVILLE, Ontario - Say it with flowers.
Say it with lots of flowers. Say it with flowers
everywhere in the country. The man pushing
colleagues to say it with tulips all throughout
Canada, and for several good reasons, is not
even a flower grower. Realtor Case Feenstra
envisions 11,000 colleagues at his company
each selling bags of tulips nation-wide in support of his Shelter Blooms concept. Royal
Lepage Shelter Foundation adopted the concept, and last September installed a volunteer
committee to help promote the Shelter Blooms
campaign. As the flowering season is at hand,
the Shelter Blooms initiative will be unveiled
at the Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG) on
April 29.
A flower conscious 1970s Dutch immigrant,
Feenstra liked the gesture by Princess Juliana who in

War memorials
Feenstra especially cherishes the thought that these
tulips from the Netherlands - a Dutch grower named
the red variety after its sponsor the Royal Lepage
Shelter Foundation - somehow could be used to add
spring colour to Canadian war memorials and say
thanks with the tulips. Taking a cue from Dutch tradition, children from area schools ought to be involved
in the planting of the tulips and in caring for the
memorials, Feenstra feels, so youths in a tangible
manner can connect with the country’s substantial
sacrifices from freedom in two world wars.
The Shelter Blooms initiative also is a fundraiser
for the Royal Lepage Shelter Foundation of which
Feenstra is a director. Since 1998, the foundation has
contributed over $4 million to some 150 women’s
shelters across the country and for violence prevention and awareness. The latter is done through the
foundation supported Fourth R program, a schoolbased initiative for confronting dating violence, substance abuse, and risky sexual practices.

tulip campaigns will become as much a part of the
Canadian experience as daffodils are for the Canadian
Cancer Society, an initiative which had very humble
beginnings in Toronto in 1956 when it raised $1,200
in the first year.
Royal Lepage’s Shelter Blooms initiative has
joined the Canada Netherlands Friendship Day as a
platinum sponsor this year, and Feenstra along with
other community minded entrepreneurs will be on
hand on April 29 to meet the public at the Royal
Botanical Gardens.

Celebrating
Friendship Day...
SATURDAY, APRIL 29th
at the

Royal Botanical Gardens

VAN DIJK'S FISH

WELL KNOWN FROM THE ST. JACOB'S FARMERS MARKET
Thursdays & Saturdays 7:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
- during June, July and august also Tuesdays -

Bring a cooler!

Take some FISH
home with you!

Our Wagon supplies such snacks as:
• lekkerbekjes • kibbeling
• fish on a bun • fish & chips

Maranatha Homes, located in south Burlington
near many amenities, is a place where Christian
seniors can enjoy independent living in community
with others.The Home’s newly renovated units and award
winning architectural design, combined with its
reasonable rent rates make Maranatha an attractive
and affordable accomodation for seniors.
For further information contact: Rosanne van der Woerd,
109-3260 New St. Burlington, On. L7N 3L4
905-681-0311 Email: rvanderwoerd@sympatico.ca

We also have:
• maatjes herring • smoked mackerel • smoked eel
• kroketten (also in boxes of 24 or 72)
• plus an assortment of smoked fish

For on-site refreshment service contact us at:
VAN DIJK FISHERIES
FH06

Colouring the landscape is easy, just plant
Feenstra’s new tulip variety.

the Fall of 1945 said it with
flowers when she donated
tulip bulbs to the City of
Ottawa, in recognition for
its war-time hospitality to
her and her family. Some
years later, the annual donation gave rise to the Canadian Tulip Festival, now
a huge May event.
This Spring, the first
150,000 red Royal Lepage
Shelter Foundation tulips
enhance gardens in many
places, including a display
of 3,000 at RBG. The
firm’s realtors are encouraged to use the tulips as a
Thank-You-gift for new
listings, referrals, closings
or open houses, display
them at events such as Fall
Feenstra (centre) and Royal Lepage officials ready to give the slogan ‘Say it
fairs, or make them part of with flowers’ a new twist.
presentations to affiliated
service companies. They also can be donated for planCanadian experience
ting at the many war memorials across the country.
Ultimately, Feenstra hopes that the Shelter Blooms

34 DUFFERIN ST., AYLMER, ON, N5H 2L5
TELEPHONE: 519-765-1188 FAX: 519-773-2696
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The Tulip and the Maple Leaf

Friendship Day event to debut documentary by veteran’s son and grandson

A welcome for the Douglas duo
A documentary recently filmed in the Netherlands by Oakville writer and best-selling military
author Tom Douglas and his son James, a Vancouver videographer, will be launched at the CanadaNetherlands Friendship Day event on April 29. “The
Tulip and the Maple Leaf” is a half-hour reflection
of the close ties between Canada and the Nether-

lands, as seen through the camera of James, a grandson of one of the Canadians who helped liberate
the Netherlands in World War II. Tom, the veteran’s son, provides the narration based partly on
stories his father told him.
When Canadian Army Sergeant Mel Douglas and
Dutch civilian Max Coppes met near Nijmegen during
the harsh winter of 1944-1945, they had no idea that
their brief friendship would be the start of a bond
stretching into the 21st century. Sgt. Douglas served
with the 19th Field Regiment – Royal Canadian
Artillery. Max worked as a baker in the small village
of Horssen. Max and his wife Marie, pregnant with
their fourth child, offered the lonely Canadian soldier
the only thing the Nazis had not taken from them during
more than four years of oppression – their hospitality.
A few years into WWII, Mel Douglas could not
stand by and let others do the fighting. Although he
had a wife and a young son, he enlisted and eventually was part of the huge Allied force that stormed the
beaches of Normandy on D-Day, June 6, 1944.

Thank You
to everyone for making the

CANADA NETHERLANDS FRIENDSHIP DAY
at Burlington such a success on April 30th, 2005.

The event was sponsored by:

Strategic assistance was supplied by:

DUCA Financial Services Limited
Verstraete Travel and Cruises Ltd.
Mrs. June Shore - WWII Lancaster Fly Past Fund
Mrs. June Shore
Hamilton International Airport
Janco Steel Ltd.
Mrs. Betty Laron
The Lock Hut - Gerald Hoeksema
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hart
Investment Planning Counsel of Canada
Bill & Donna van Huisstede - IPC
Mrs. Elizabeth Witmer M.P.P.
P.V. & V. Insurance Centre
De Boer’s Furniture
Kerry & Linda Boon
Kitching, Steepe & Ludwig Funeral Home
Trader Media Corporation

Westbrook Floral Ltd. - Mr. R. Picard
Pioneer Flower Farms - Stephen and Henry Passano
Flowers By The Dozen - Mr. H. Sikking Sr.
City of Burlington

Strategic assistance was supplied by:
Bill Stathakos - http:/www.pccrew.com
Stonechurch Vineyards
The Royal Botanical Gardens
Mrs. Angie van der Zalm
Mon Bijou Restaurant
Denninger Ltd. - Foods of the World
Gerry Schoeman - Betterbuilt
Henny Groenendijk
Jacob Abas - photography
Tony Hall - photography
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry - RHLI
Stu Chapman - RHLI
Charles Minken
Voortman Cookies
Tom Colin and family - Flower Design

Event MC: Rick Craven,
Burlington Councillor and Deputy Mayor
First Canadian screening at the
Royal Botanical Gardens:
“Tulips from Margriet” documentary by
Dominique Darmon - producer.

The event was publicized by:
The Dutch Touch Radio program
Martin van Denzen
Cogeco Cable - Mrs. Barb Irwin
The Friendship Herald
was produced by and distributed through
the Windmill Herald
... and Thank You’s to the many performers,
volunteers and vendors.

Jack VanderLaan
Founder & Chair, Canada Netherlands
Friendship Association

For more info, please call: 905.332.7000 or e-mail: jacobvdl@sympatico.ca • 905 North Shore Blvd W., Burlington, On. L7T 1B2

James (left) and Tom Douglas on their way to film
footage for their documentary “The Tulip and the
Maple Leaf.” The documentary reflects the close ties between Canada and the Netherlands that were formed
during the Second World War and continue to this day.

Sharing
When the Canadians reached the Netherlands, the
Army sergeant received word that his son Tom now
had a baby brother, Greg. Lonely and far from home,
Mel was grateful to the Coppes for being his surrogate
family that long winter. He shared his field rations
with the Coppes and their three young sons - Wim,
Piet and Hans. They shared their home and their
friendship. After saying goodbye to his adopted family, Mel returned to the battlefield and fought on
through the Netherlands back into Germany until that
wonderful day in May 1945 when peace was finally
declared.
Mel Douglas returned to his wife and two sons in
Canada and the Coppes family got on with their disrupted lives. Marie Coppes gave birth to a baby girl,
Mies. Mel’s wife Dorene - who had been looking after
two small boys and working as a welder at the local
steel mill to help in the war effort - would eventually
have two more children, a son Norm and a daughter
Nancy.

Language barrier
In 1963, Tom Douglas, then a schoolteacher with
Department of National Defence Schools Overseas,
dropped in unannounced at the Coppes Bakery in
Horssen near Nijmegen. Max was still on the job, but
he had forgotten all his English of 18 years earlier.
Tom, in a desperate attempt to explain who he was,
made the mistake of trying his high school German on
the baker. Max snarled at him and stormed out of the
room.
When it was obvious that Tom was not going to
leave, Max sent one of his sons to get a next-door
neighbour, Jan Sommerdijk, an English student. Jan
told Max who Tom was, the baker threw his arms
around the son of his old friend and a daylong party
ensued.
Tom returned to Canada carrying gifts and a note
from Max. The old soldier and his wartime friend
exchanged letters that had to be translated so that each
could read the other’s thoughts. The correspondence
ended in 1967, however, when Max passed away. Mel
Douglas would live on until 1988.

New idea
In May 2005, Tom Douglas, now a freelance journalist and the author of three books about World War
II, was selected by Veterans Affairs Canada to report
on ceremonies in Holland commemorating the 60th
anniversary of the liberation of the Netherlands. Tom
made sure he had time in his schedule to rent a car and
visit the remaining members of the Coppes family in
and around Horssen near Nijmegen.
That trip gave Tom the idea to return to the
Netherlands with his son and film a documentary
about the close ties between a Canadian and a Dutch
family that resulted from a chance encounter in the
winter of 1944-1945. The documentary, with newsreel
footage from the war contrasted against happy scenes
from contemporary the Netherlands, will have its premiere at the Royal Botanical Gardens on April 29.
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Dutch Canadian buried at Holten

Grandnephew pays tribute to WWII casualty Gaele Visser
A Dutch Canadian immigrant who in 1942 at the
age of 21 first enlisted with the Dufferin Haldimand Rifles will be remembered at the Burlington
City Hall flag raising ceremony on April 29. Gaele
Visser’s grandnephew Jordan Slump in various
ways has raised the legacy of the soldier who was
shot and killed near Wilhelmshaven in Germany
on April 23, 1945, two weeks short of the end of
WWII in Europe. Visser is one of the thousands of
Canadians buried at the Holten war cemetery in
the Netherlands.
Slump, two years ago as a 12-year-old elementary
school student, earned praise from his teacher for his
paper titled A Hero’s Story. He will use parts of his
paper as an address to the assembly at city hall.
Visser was one of many Dutch Canadians who
joined the army. Some chose to serve in the Prinses
Irene Brigade, then being formed in Stratford, Ontario, consisting mostly of Dutch nationals who were
away from the Netherlands when it was invaded on
May 10, 1940. Among them were also second and
third generation descendents of Dutch settlers who
made their home in countries such as Argentine,
Canada, Morocco, Turkey and the U.S.A. and who
spoke no Dutch. Others, such as Visser, instead joined
the Canadian or U.S. armed forces. A very incomplete
list of fellow casualties of the Canadian army were
Abe Bruinsma, Lacombe; Henry Bernard Ebbers,
Edmonton, Alberta; and George Esser, Sarnia, Ontario; Jim Antonides of Sarnia had joined the Dutch

Gaele Visser

army. Hundreds of Dutch Americans did not come
home from service in the U.S. armed forces.

Languages
In his paper, Slump quotes from letters Visser wrote
to his parents and siblings. While the correspondence
was being censored and Visser carefully avoided giving clues to his unit’s whereabouts, his father, who
had served in the Dutch army during WWI some times
could tell where his son was based on terrain descriptions.
Born in Haskerhorne, Visser who knew also German and French, frequently was an interpreter on reconnaissance missions. On April 13, 1945 he wrote
home about his unit’s liberation of a concentration
camp in Germany. Three days later he wrote his last
letter, ending it with the promise, If God wills, I’ll
write a little more next time. Until then, under His
wings my soul shall abide.
Visser’s Dutch hometown mayor paid a tribute to
him at Holten, on May 4, 2002.

COMMITTEE NETHERLANDS BAZAAR

NEEDS:
• volunteers • financial & handicraft donations
• surplus merchandise • white-elephant items
• books and postal stamps
Proceeds for relief work in Ontario’s Dutch Canadian community
Please call Anne at 905-713-1323, Jannie 416-498-8706, Gé 905-477-1243

Join us in our celebrations

FLY-OVER

The Festivities Begin
Saturday, April 29, 2006-3:00 p.m.
at BURLINGTON CITY HALL
426 Brant St., Burlington

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS
at 680 Plains Road West, Burlington

Events from 6:30 PM - 10:30PM
• Welcome & Introductions
• Flight over Apeldoorn &

3:00 p.m. FLAG
RAISING CEREMONY
(rain or shine)

Twinning Ceremony Video

• The Ambassador

• Fly

Past of the WWII
Lancaster Bomber

Male Chorus

• Tom & James Douglas

(weather permitting)

- The Tulip and the
Maple Leaf Documentary

• The Halton Regional
Police Pipes &
Drum Band

• V.A.C. Canada
Remembers

LANCASTER FLY-OVER, AS SEEN WITH CO-SPONSOR SAM
AND JUNE SHORE AT THE CANADIAN WAR PLANE HERITAGE
MUSEUM, HAMILTON. MR. SHORE SINCE HAS PASSED AWAY.
AT HIS FUNERAL CLOSE TO $2000.00 WAS DONATED FOR
THE LANCASTER FLY-PAST. MORE WAS RAISED ON AIR BY
CKML-RADIO HOST ROY GREEN.

• Jordan Slump

• The Tomato Soup Band
• V.A.C. Canada
Remembers

Thank You Canada Always

• Dominion Institute
Memory Project

- My Biggest
Hero

Please bring a Veteran - his family, your family & friends!

• Special

PLEASE JOIN US!

Honored
Guests

Platinum Sponsors:

Shelter Foundation

...your Credit Union!

- AND OTHER COMMUNITY-MINDED BUSINESSES

FOR

EXCELLENT COMMEMORATIVE GIFT IDEA! THE 1940S
DUTCH EXPERIENCE IN LIMITED EDITION PRINT, PARTICULARLY SUITABLE FOR OFFICIAL PRESENTATIONS TO

RAISING

OF

DUTCH & CANADIAN

FLAGS.

YOUR LOCAL

VETERAN GROUPS

OR

LEGION BRANCH.

JACK VAN DER LAAN, FOUNDER
MORE INFO, CALL: 905.332.7000 OR E-MAIL: jacobvdl@sympatico.ca
2031 MOUNT FOREST DR., BURLINGTON, ONTARIO L7P 1H4

Excellent commemorative gift idea! The 1940s Dutch
experience in Limited Edition Print, particularly suitable
for official presentations to your local Veteran Groups
or Legion Branch.

• Numerous Exhibitors
• Poffertjes & Other
Delicious Dutch Food

• and MUCH, MUCH MORE!
No admission charge,
parking separate

Food

•

Saturday, April 29 - Doors Open 5:00 PM

P OFFERTJES BY
D ICK & M ARGE
A LBERTS

D UTCH SNACKS BY
VAN D IJK ’ S F ISH

C OOKIES

BY

VOORTMAN

Tours include battle fields

WWII veterans remain the focus for travel firm owner Verstraete

We put our faith into our practice.

van der Woerd & Faber
Barristers, Solicitors and Mediators

Herman Faber, LL.B., LL.M
Harold P.R. Olij, LL.B
Jan van der Woerd, LL.B. (ret.)
Marvin D. Dyck, B.R.S., LL.B (ret.)
187 Hughson Street South, Hamilton, ON L8N 2B6
Phone: 905-525-3786 Fax: 905-523-8875
email: info@faberlaw.ca

Village Square Mall, Smithville, ON L0R 1A0
Phone: 905-957-7240 Fax: 905-957-4635
email: info@olijlaw.ca
333 Plains Road West, Burlington, ON
Phone: 905-524-2203

DUTCH LIBERATION 61ST ANNIVERSARY 1945-2006
We thank all veterans and the veterans’ families for their sacrifices

579 Ontario Street, St. Catharines, Ontario
Ph: 905-934-6454

fax: 905-934-3344

email: lindeg_ramaker@cogeco.ca

RICHMOND CARPETS • ARMSTRONG VINYL FLOORING
ANDERSON, AWARD & IMAGES HARDWOOD

SERTA BEDDING • CORK & PERGO FLOORING
CASA ROMA CERAMICS • FURNITURE

www.dutchmarket.com
1-866-355-1351
The Dutch Market Ltd., 544 Queen St, Chatham, Ontario, N7M 2J6
BOOKS • CALENDARS • FLOWER BULBS • DUTCH CHOCOLATE • CD’S & VIDEOS

GOURMET SMOKED CHEESE • DUTCH SALTED LICORICE • INDONESIAN SPICES • DELFT • CALENDARS • BOOKS • COOKIES

business, he may well decide on this four-word line
his business used in recent tour advertisements for
WWII veterans and their families: Keeping the
memory alive. Taking former Canadian soldiers
for a return visit to battlefields and other significant places increasingly has become his specialty.
He still arranges such tours, even though WWII
veterans now are aged 80 and over.
His Keeping the memory alive tours often attract
younger family members as well, who accompany returning veterans on their trips. Repeat participants of
the tours have introduced different family members to
their war-time past this way. Georgetown, Ontarioresident Martin Boomsma has conducted many such
tours with Verstraete and has planned another Francebound journey for May 29.
Keeping the memory alive is, of course, much easier if one has been to the sites where history was made
during the campaign to restore freedom in Europe.
Seeing battle sites and war cemeteries also gives a
deeper appreciation for the true cost of freedom.
A tour with an Apeldoorn focus has been planned
for August. Canada Netherlands Friendship Association’s Jack VanderLaan and his wife Theresa during a
three-day stop-over in their 12-day European tour
hope to introduce Burlington area residents to Apeldoorn, Burlington’s twin-city in the Netherlands.
Following the Liberation of the Netherlands in 1945,
Apeldoorn was the command centre for Canadian
troops while they awaited their turn for repatriation.
The city in recent years became the site of the only
Canadian Legion branch
BOOKS • CALENDARS • FLOWER BULBS • DUTCH CHOCOLATE • CD’S & VIDEOS
in the country.
GOURMET CHEESES
GOURMET SMOKED CHEESE • DUTCH SALTED LICORICE • INDONESIAN SPICES • DELFT • CALENDARS • BOOKS • COOKIES

If Baldwin Verstraete were to be asked to summarize the focus of his Verstraete travel and cruise
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Memory Project volunteers

Classroom speakers recall campaign in the Netherlands

Always up
to date:

R E S T A U R A N T

www.godutch.com/
catalogue

- Karl and Trudy

30 Wellington Street
St. Catharines
Phone: (905) 685-8989

Keeping

This tour will
travel to Holland,
Germany, Austria and
Switzerland and enjoy
the beauty and culture
of each of these
countries.

The

Memory

Alive

tour

3645

$

Only

Normandy

taxes extra

“Includes luncheon reception in Apeldoorn on
August 31 hosted by the Mayor
of Apeldoorn.”

Vimy
Dieppe
& Paris

May29-June10
We Still
Have Space
On This Tour!
If you are interested
Contact:

Organized by:

Martin Boomsma
Georgetown

Verstraete Travel & Cruises

(905) 877-5843

Verstraete
Travel & Cruises
Visit us at:
www.verstraetetravel.com

1044

TORONTO When any of the 1,500 volunteers
registered with the Memory Project Speakers
Bureau appear in classrooms and before community groups across the country, they usually soon talk
about an episode in history which involves more
than one country. To share the history of Canada’s
sacrifices for freedom, they often switch to talking
about their experiences in the Netherlands and
neighbouring countries. The volunteers of these
speaking engagements are none other than
Canadian veterans who served overseas.
Set up in 2001, the
Memory Project is one of
the initiatives of the
Dominion Institute, itself
a fairly new organization
devoted to raising awareness of Canadian identity
and history. It is estimated that already 300,000
young people heard a veteran talk about Canada’s
recent history.
One of the Institutes’
objectives is interviewing
Dutch-Canadians about
their wartime experiences and recollections of
Taking the message to the Liberation of 1944
the schools.
and 1945.
Perhaps not surprisingly at all, the Dominion Institute was co-founded in 1997 by a young activist who
was raised in the Dutch Canadian community and
who had visited the Netherlands a number of times.
The son of a Guelph, Ontario physician, Michael
Chong established the institute with his friends
Rudyard Griffiths and Erik Penz. Since then, Chong
was twice elected as a Member of Parliament and now
serves as Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and
Sports in the Harper cabinet.
The Dominion Institute plans to be present at the
Canada Netherlands Friendship Day on April 29.

Mon Bijou

14845 Yonge St. Suite 300, Aurora, Ontario L4G
Tel: 416-969-8100 Fax: 905-727-8113
Toll Free: 1-800-565-9267
Visit us at: www.verstraetetravel.com

For More Information
please call
Jack van der Laan at
Filman’s Men’s Wear

(905) 332-7000
email:
jacobvdl@sympatico.ca

• Plywood • Panelling
Trim & Mouldings • Doors
Marine Plywood • Cabinet Plywood

Exceeding the standard in quality & service
925 Arvin Avenue
Stoney Creek ON L8E 5N9
257 Centennial Pkwy. N.
Hamilton, Ontario L8E 2X3
John Ouwehand • Syd Grypstra
Tel: (905) 561-3576

Fax: (905) 561-3581

phone 905 643 3535
toll-free 1 800 263 1375
fax 905 643 3585
email sales@jancosteel.com
website www.jancosteel.com
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www.cplsystems.com

Select Financial Services Inc.
“Invest Purposefully, Allocate Prudently, Behave Rationally”

Andrew van der Woerd, M.B.A., CFP, CIM, FCSI

265 Lakeview Avenue, Burlington, Ontario L7N 1Y7
• Phone: (905)639-1208 • Fax: (905)639-9054
• Email: andrewvw@sympatico.ca

7065 Twiss Road
Campbellville,
Ontario L0P 1B0
Ph: 1-800-263-1760

- The perfect all-year
personal or corporate gift!

39 .95

$

Special

Reg.$65

American
/Netherlands
Friendship Tie
is available
as well

905 332-7000

www.filmansmenswear.com

HO733094

2031 Mount Forest Drive, Burlington Ontario L7P 1H4
Located just North of the QEW in the Mount Royal Plaza
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Automatic Greasing Systems - Brake Stroke
Indicators • Femco Drain Plugs • Orlaco Cameras

Active and passive reverse sensing safety systems

www.thecheesemarket.ca

